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III. — Extract from " A Short Account of Tripoli in the West." 
By Col. G. H. Warrington, H.M. Consul- General at Tri- 
poli. 

[The greater part of Colonel Warrington's paper being purely statis- 
tical, and containing details already made public in other works, we 
have extracted those passages only which appear new, and are more 
closely connected with geography. — Ed.] 

Desert. — About 2 miles S. of the Town of Tripoli there is a 
small desert, which extends 20 miles without a blade of grass ; 
beyond this you come to some small oases which increase in vege- 
tation, till you approach the mountains, where the herbage is 
luxuriant during the winter, and is capable of supporting millions 
of sheep ; but much depends on water, and, although to be had, 
few wells are sunk. 

Mountains. — The Tarhuna Mountains are about 45 miles from 
Tripoli : they begin near Lebida, and continue through this re- 
gency till they join the Atlas. 

The passes through these mountains may be said to average 
about 10 miles in length. Their height is about 1500 feet, ascent 
about 20°. There is no regular flow of water in any quan- 
tity ; but in winter, and in hard rains, the water rises in 5 minutes, 
rushing like a torrent, carrying everything before it, and interrupt- 
ing for a time all passage of man and beast. In the mountain 
passes the rapidity is awful', and the gulleys and ravines which 
they have formed are ever deepening and widening. In the plains, 
the course of the floods is more tranquil. Here the rivers are 
generally about 70 yards wide, 12 feet deep, and wall-sided. 
These water-passes through the mountains are separated from 
each other from 10 to 12 miles, and here and there, at the top, we 
find a small spring forming a rivulet of moderate size ; some of 
these rivulets have strength enough to carry their water to the sea 
even in summer, others are lost in the sand. The mountain-beds 
of these streams are composed of pebbles, but in the plain, the chan- 
nels are a dark clay-rock or small stones. Sometimes springs will 
force themselves out, even in the desert, and with force enough to 
carry their waters to the sea ; but this is of rare occurrence. 
At Duga, on the top of the mountains, there is a warm spring 
impregnated with iron. 

Rain. — We had an unusual quantity of rain from October, 
1841, to April, 1842; 25 inches fell, but never more than 3^ 
inches in 24 hours. 

Temperature. — The temperature I have never known to be 
above (54° Fahrenheit, or below 40°, but this in the shade. I took 
the temperature of the atmosphere of the spring or well water, of 
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the rain or tank water, and of the sea, for one month ; the follow- 
ing table shows the result : — 

The Temperature of air and water taken from the 12th of October to the 12th of 
November, 1842. The Air excluded from the Tank or Rain-water. 

Tripoli Longitude 13" 11' E. and Latitude 32° 53- 9' N. 



Date. 


.i 
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U 




Remarks. 






1 


a 


Si 






o 


O 


O 


o 




Oct. 12 


76 F. 


71 F. 


73 F. 


77iF. 


Air, shade— Well-water 2 feet deep, drawn 
iu a bucket — Rain-water or tank 16 feet 
deep — Sea-water taken in hot sun at 
noon. 


„ 13 


76 


71 


74 


77 


Temperature of Sea-water taken near the 
shore in 3 feet water, at 9 o'clock a.m. 


,. 14 


75 


71 


72^ 


76 


Taken at 9 a.m., Sea-water exposed to the 
sun. 


„ 15 


70 


66 


73 


75 


Taken at 7 o'clock a.m. 


„ 16 


74 


71 


74 


73 


„ at 9 „ 


., 17 


74 


70 


71 


72 


>, at 8i „ 


„ 18 


73 


70 


72 


71^ 


„ at 8 „ weather rainy. 


„ 19 


73 


68 


72 


74 


„ at 7| „ 


„ 20 


69 


65 


75 


72 


„ at 7 „ 


„ 21 


77 


71 


74 


75 


„ at 9{ „ 


„ 22 


75 


70J 


75 


74 


„ at 9 „ 


„ 23 


79 


72 


75 


74i 


„ at 8| „ 


„ 24 


70 


71 


75 


75^ 


„ at 6J „ 


„ 25 


77 


75 


74 


70 


„ at 11 „ 


„ 26 


74 


71 


73 


70 


„ at different hours. 


„ 27 


76 


70 


74 


73 


,, at 8 o'clock A.M. 


„ 28 


77 


69 


74 


73 


„ at 8 „ 


„ 29 


70 


69 


74 


73 


„ at 8 


„ 30 


70 


64 


72 


72 


» at 7 „ 


„ 31 


72 


70 


74 


74 


„ at 9 „ 


Nov. 1 


72 


68 


72 


72 


„ at 7 „ 


„ 2 


69 


65 


72 


72 


„ at 7 „ 


„ 3 


66 


69 


71 


71 


„ at 8 


„ 4 


66 


60 


70 


70 


„ at 8 „ 


,, 5 


70 


69 


73 


71 


„ at 9 „ 


„ 6 


64 


54 


70 


66 


„ at 8 „ 


., 7 


61 


62 


73 


67 


„ at 9 


„ 8 


66 


64 


70 


67 


„ at 8 „ 


„ 9 


70 


68 


70 


70 


„ at 9 „ 


„ 10 


71 


68 


72 


70 


„ at 8 „ 


„ 11 


62 


64 


70 


63 


)) at 7 „ 


„ 12 


61 


64 


68 


67 


„ at 8 „ 


Mean of 
32 days . 


71.09 


64.7 


72.5 


71.8 



In an unusually hot day I exposed the thermometer, in the open 
air, to the sun, and it rose to 142°. I then placed it in the shade 
in the open air, and it fell to 1 lO*', and in the house (hot wind 
nearly excluded), it stood at ,90°. 
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Population. — The town of Tripoli contains 12,000 Turks and 
Moors, about 1500 Christians, and Jews, say 2000: the popu- 
lation of the whole Regency may be estimated at 1,500,000; 
but no census has ever been taken. Every man carries his gun, 
and those equal to bear arms may be calculated at 200,000 men.* 
The natives are better disposed towards Christians than in any 
other part of Africa. 

Districts. — To the westward, 3 days' journey from Tripoli, is a 
mountainous district, called Gibel (Mountain), belonging to Sheikh 
Ghiima, who is descended from the family of Ben Gasem (Khasim) . 
This mountain is worthy of mention, and by nature impreg- 
nable ; it is very high, and nearly perpendicular, and the zig-zag 
ascent constitutes the strength of its position. The table-land on 
the top is extremely fertile, producing corn, oil, dates, water, and 
every necessary for life in the greatest abundance, and equal to 
the consumption of the whole tribe. Indeed, I have known an 
array of 30,000 men, belonging to Yusdf Bashaw, obliged to 
retreat from this spot, after repeated attacks. For many years an 
annual caftan was sent by the Sultan to the head of this tribe, but 
now Sheikh Ghuma has submitted, and is dressed in the Turkish 
Christian (European?) costtime. To the E. of the Gibel is the 
district of Gharian, a chain of the same mountain, very productive 
in oil, corn, saffron, &c. ; it is situated about 2 days' journey S.S. W. 
from Tripoli. The natives live in caves under ground. Tarhuna is 
another district in the same chain of mountains. It is now under 
Sheikh Abdelhade, son of Maride, who had his throat cut by 
Askar All Pacha. Emsellata is another district, very productive 
in corn, oil, &c. Seline and Lebida terminate this mountain 
range. About 130 miles from Tripoli is the valley of Benolid", 
a rich and productive oasis. The district from this to Teggery 
was under the sole command of Abdgellal, brother-in-law to the 
Emperor of Morocco. He was lately betrayed', and he and his 
son lost their heads. He rebelled against Yusuf Bashaw in 
1830, and continued a rebel to the extinction of the Caramanly 
dynasty in 1835, when the Turks took possession. The rebel 
then became the patriot, and fought for the country which gave 
him birth, and for the Caramanly flag, under which he was bornj 
and bravely died under the same banner. He was a most intel- 
ligent, well-disposed person, a friend to the Christians, particu- 
larly to the English ; — brave, generous, humane, whose last act 
was to abolish slavery, and promote civilization and commerce 
with the interior. 

Sovereigns of the Interior. — The reigning Sultan of Bournd is 
the son of Sheikh Elkanemy. When a child he was a hostage at 

* We suspect the number to be now much less. — Ed. 
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Tripoli : he was afterwards restored to freedom, and sent by me 
to his country and friends. JafFer, King- of Wadey, was a slave 
in Tripoli. I obtained his freedom, and sent him, via Egypt, to 
hi& own country. The son of Bedlow is now Sultan of Soudan. 



IV. — Account of an Excursion in Hadramaut, by Adolphe 
Baron Wrede. Communicated by Capt. J. B. Haines, I.N. 

As you take great interest in all that promotes the cause of 
science, I beg to communicate to you the brief outline of a 
journey — from which I have very recently returned — to the very 
interesting part of Arabia, which on our present maps bears the 
name of Hadramaut, and being that portion which separates the 
desert of El Akkaf from the Indian Ocean. 

The endeavours of former travellers to penetrate South Arabia 
have always been unsuccessful from the very strong religious 
fanaticism which animates all the inhabitants, more especially 
those of the towns. 

Lieut. Wellsted, in his valuable work on Arabia, suggests the 
propriety of subsequent travellers adopting the Mohammedan 
costume, the better to escape observation, which I accordingly 
did under the name of Abd el Hud, and in that disguise I left 
Aden on the 22nd of June, 1843, and sailed for Osurum; 
from whence 1 travelled by land to Makalla. Being afraid of 
drawing upon me the attention of those inhabitants who are ac- 
quainted with Europeans, I hurried my departure as quickly as 
possible, and left the latter place on the 26lh of June for the in- 
terior, under the protection of a Bedouin of the powerful tribe 
Akabre. The celebrated Wadi Doan was the end of my first 
journey, which 1 reached after a march of 8 J days : our stages 
were generally very short, as we had to pass a ridge of steep 
hills ; the actual time consumed on the road was 49 hours and 
18 minutes; the general direction N.W. The first day's jour- 
ney lay through a continued succession of deep and narrow 
dales, bounded by bare granitic mountains which elevate their; 
serrated summits about 2000 feet above the level of the sea. 
A great many chalybeate springs, the heat of which indicated 
100° to 130° of Fahr., rose from the sides of the mountains, 
the waters of which proved good and drinkable, as they con- 
tained no trace of sulphur. Although the broken ground of the 
dales is apparently infertile, yet a great many trees and plants are 
to be seen luxuriantly flourishing, and which supply sufficient food 
for the camels of the numerous caravans passing along this road. 
The traveller too enjoys the shade of the rich foliage of the lofty 
trees which shelter him at noon from the scorching beams of the 



